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Key Informant Interview: General Information 
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Copied?  

Respondent 
 

Village  

Gender  Hamlet  
Neighborhood and 

Ward 
 

 

Participants: Village Leaders, Village Elders, and Villagers known for historical knowledge 

(number of respondents: 4-6 people) 

 

A) Village Governmental Structure 

1. Can you describe how your village is politically organized?  (Organizational structure, 

who are in this organizational structure? How are they chosen? [For the government 

structure, ask for the total number of women and their positions/roles within the 

organization] 
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B) Village History 

2. Do you know when your village was founded? If yes, when? (If the exact date is hard 

to remember, it can be related to other important events, like a volcanic explosion, 

flood, introduction to Bible, founding of airstrip, drought, Independence Day or 

when Suharto governed, etc.) [Ask key informant to create a timeline of important 

events in the village, beginning with the village’s founding] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How was the village founded? (Was it created by the government? The result of 

another bigger village splitting apart?  Some other reason? 

 

 

a. When did the villagers first arrive in this area? 

 

 

 

b. Do you know why they came here? 
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4. How did they (people mentioned in No. 3) make their livelihood back then?  (Did 

they hunt?  Keep animals?  Plant?  Farm?  Fish?  Gather wild products from the 

forest (like fruit, etc.)?  Farming on dry land?  Cultivate rice? Etc…) 

 

 

 

5. Did they (people mentioned in No. 3) stay in one place permanently (location name) 

or did they move around from one place to another? 

 

 

 

 

6. If they moved around (people mentioned in No. 3): How often would they move 

around?  And for what reason?  How far away from here would they move? 

(Consider how they will operationalize distance, same challenge as before with 

household survey) [use map from CIFOR] 

 

 

 

 

 

7. What important events would you say have occurred in the village since its founding 

(natural events: earth quake, flood; political events: reformation, village splitting, 

special autonomy?) 

 

 

 

 

 

C.) Change from Past to Present 

8. How would you say peoples’ livelihoods have changed since you were a kid? 

 

 

 

 

9. And when would you say these changes occurred? [Refer to timeline; input events 

that related to life] 
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10. Are villagers lives/livelihood affected by large companies (such as logging, mining 

operations, and oil palm)? If yes, how? When did this begin? [Refer to timeline; input 

events related to life] 

 

 

 

 

11. According to your knowledge, are there any changes in the village governance since 

this village established? If yes, what are they? (The changing of village’s boundaries? 

Proliferation or merging of the region?) 

 

 

 

 

 

12. If changes happened, what was the cause of this splitting/merging? (New policies or 

new regulations?) And how did this splitting/merging impact the village 

(economically, environmentally and governmentally?) 

 

 

 

 

 

13. How did decentralization affect the village (economically, environmentally and 

governmentally?) 
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D.) Village Infrastructure 

14. Can you describe any public infrastructure you currently have in your village?  (Hospitals, 

schools, markets, water wells, airstrips, roads, etc.) 

15. When did you receive these infrastructures?  And from whom? 

16. How has the infrastructure in your village changed since you were a child? 

17. How is this infrastructure today managed and maintained? (And who is responsible, etc.?) 

No. Infrastructure 

[type and 

quantity] 

(#14) 

Year built 

(#15) 

Built by 

(#16) 

How 

Infrastructure 

has changed 

(#17) 

Who has responsibility to 

maintain infrastructure 

(#18) 

      

      

      

 

 

E) Goals and Desires for Future: 

18. How would you like to see your village develop in the future?  What do you feel 

could help this development happen?   

 

 

 

 

19. You previously mentioned activities and livelihoods (Q10) regarding companies 

[logging, mining, oil palm operations].  What changes could happen to your lives 

(hunting, fishing, collecting NTFP) in the future because of the activities of these 

companies? 

 

 

 

 

 

20. What do you think your forest’s condition will be in the future (increasing / 

decreasing related to the activities that you mentioned above)? Will there be any 

changes in forest management in the future? If yes, how?  If not, why not? 

 

 

 


