WHAT IS CARBON? WHY SHOULD WE BE WORRIED?
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Plants take in CO, from the air, and use the "carbon’ component to
make wood, leaves, stems and roots. About half the weight of dry
wood is actually carbon. The heavier the wood is the more carbon
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Rising levels of CO,, and other gases, released by human activities cause
the Earth’s temperature to increase. This is called 'Global Warming'. Rising
air temperatures change weather including where and how often rain falls.
As these weather pattems change It is called ‘Global Climate
Change'.

When trees are burnt thay &
release their carbon back

to the air. When forests are
cleared and changed to agriculture,
the land stores less carbon than before.

Rising temperatures Changing rainfall and seasons More crop failure Rising sea levels

The hottest days of the year may become hotter be- We may see changes in where, when and how The preduction of many agricultural crops in tropical regions Rising global temperatures cause water, cumently
cause of rising global temperatures. Hot regions will much rain falls, causing too much rain in some may dwindle, because of lower rainfall and hotter tempera- frozen in ice caps and glaciers. to meft. This water
have more extreme droughts and wildfires. Hurricanes places and not enough in others. As temperatures  tures. This will have major impacts on food availability. causes the ocean water level to rise. Many low
and other ropical storms thrive over warm ocean waler,  rise, seasons may become harder to predict and Diseases and crop pests may come 1o thrive in areas where lying and coastal areas will flood, and small islands
50 we may see more of them. As ocean lemperatures floods and droughts may become more extreme. farmers have never faced them before. Droughts, floads and may completely disappear.

Increase, storms may become more violent. storms may cause additional problems.
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